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1. Executive Summary  
 

 

The FOSTER RAIL final conference was hosted in Brussels on 7 April 2016 with approximately 60 
participants attending. The conference, being a joint ERRAC and FOSTER RAIL event fell into three parts: 
Firstly an overview about the ongoing rail research initiatives in Europe (incl. HORIZON 2020 and 
Shift²Rail), secondly a discussion on future of ERRAC incl. the sector’s contribution to shaping a common 
vision on rail research and thirdly the presentation of the 10 FOSTER RAIL roadmaps. 

 

The conference concluded with the recommendation to take the findings of the FOSTER RAIL projects into 
account for the future work of Shift²Rail and other rail research related initiative sin Europe. 

 

 

2. Agenda   
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3. Summary  
 
The European Rail Research and Advisory Council (ERRAC) met in Brussels on 7 April 2016 for the final 
event of the Foster Rail FP7 Project. During the conference, the ERRAC members agreed on the evolution 
of the ERRAC European Technology Platform (ETP) and released a detailed set of roadmaps that had been 
previously planned in the Strategic Rail Research and Innovation Agenda (SRRIA) published in November 
2014.  
 
Founded in 2001, ERRAC fosters rail sector innovation by guiding research efforts at the European level with 
the ambitious goal of creating a single European body with the competence to help revitalise and boost the 
competitiveness of the European rail sector. Since its inception, ERRAC has produced a number of 
important and influential documents and has been supported by the European Commission thanks to the 
implementation of Coordination and Support Action (CSA) projects.  
 
The ten roadmaps announced at the conference set research and innovation priorities on a thematic basis 
that focus on the attractiveness of rail and public transport. The themes of the ten roadmaps are: “Customer 
Experience”, “Strategy and Economics”, “Safety and Security”, “Capacity, performance and 
competitiveness”, “Energy and Environment”, “Control Command, Communication and Signalling”, 
“Infrastructure”, “Rolling Stock”, “IT and other enabling technologies”, and “Training and Education”. 
 
These roadmaps set out a challenging agenda for research and innovation in the rail sector in the coming 
decades. Some of the research areas outlined are already being addressed by the Shift2Rail Joint 
Undertaking and other rail research initiatives while other parts are aspirational, yet realistic.  The SRRIA, on 
which these roadmaps are based, specifically outlines the European research and innovation efforts needed 
to achieve the ambitious goals set by the European Commission in the 2011 Transport White Paper that 
specifically calls for a modal shift to rail for freight and passenger transportation segments. 
 
With the conclusion of the Foster Rail project in April 2016, and as there are no new CSA projects planned 
by the European Commission in Horizon 2020 to support ERRAC activities, ERRAC must now evolve in 
order to continue its supporting role of the rail community. In order to do so, ERRAC will build upon the 
technology and strategy development work carried out by railway sector associations, especially in the urban 
and freight areas. It will also exploit the technology strategies developed by railway undertakings and 
suppliers in order to relay the needs of the sector to the EU institutions with updated and new European rail 
research and innovation strategies. 



FOSTER RAIL / D7.8 – Final Conference 

Page 5 of 6 

 

4. List of participants 

  

Page 1 Page 2 

 

5. Pictures  
 

  

Picture 1 

Opening of the final conference by the chair Andy 
Doherty and vice chair Manuel Pereira 

Picture 2 

Key note speech by Keir Fitch 
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Picture 3 

Overview on Shift²Rail by Kir Fitch 

 

6. Conclusion 
The FOSTER RAIL project will be completed in April 2016 and there are no new CSA projects planned by 
the European Commission in Horizon 2020 to support ERRAC activities. Indeed, only one CSA is currently 
running: the SETRIS project. However, this project is focusing only on cross-modal issues and therefore 
does not address all rail issues. 
 
Therefore, ERRAC is entering in a new phase requiring an evolution of the ETP to continue its supporting 
role to the rail community. 
 
The ERRAC members reinforce our commitment to ERRAC, as an independent ETP supporting the railway 
sector needs, its users and potential users.  We believe that the mission of ERRAC remains essential to 
achieving the future development objectives of railways: 

1)  ERRAC will remain the high level advisor to railways and the society, working transparently and 
keeping the many sectors of the railway talking with a common voice. 

2) ERRAC will remain the rail sector-led stakeholder and considered the key actor in driving innovation 
and European competitiveness  

3) ERRAC will continue producing strategic documents (such as research and innovation agendas and 
roadmaps) aiming at the identification of technologies and innovations appropriate to railways for 
action to be supported by both private and public funding.  

4) ERRAC will continue to mobilise rail stakeholders to deliver on agreed priorities and share 
information and will still be open to new members that could enrich the ERRAC vision.  

5) ERRAC will take into consideration the rail challenges and demonstrate how railway transport can 
contribute in a positive and efficient manner to others global challenges (e.g. society, environment, 
decarbonisation). 

6) ERRAC will seek support from funders and stakeholders for further funding for railway needs from 
H2020, other sources and from future EC Programmes for the preparation of Shift2Rail n°2 
Program. 

 
ERRAC will utilise and build upon the excellent technology and strategy development work carried out by 
the Sector Associations, especially in the Urban and Freight areas. It will also utilise the railway technology 
strategies developed by the Railways and Suppliers to describe the development needs through further 
updates and new Roadmaps and Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda.    

 

 


